
Fernside Supporting Children and Families Through Grief 
4380 Malsbary Road, Suite 300 | Cincinnati, Ohio 45242 | www.fernside.org | Phone 513-745-0111 | Fax 513-745-0524 

BOOKS ON DEATH OF A GRANDPARENT 
 

TITLE      AUTHOR    READER/LISTENER AUDIENCE 
 
A CANDLE FOR GRANDPA: A GUIDE David Techner, Judith Hirt-Manheimer (Grades 3-6) 
TO THE JEWISH FUNERAL FOR CHILDREN & PARENTS*  
Jewish funeral practices are explained carefully and gently from the perspective of an 11-year old boy on the first 
anniversary of his grandfather’s death. 
 
A RING OF ENDLESS LIGHT  Madeline L’Engle   (Grades 6-8) 
The cycle of life and death becomes a difficult burden for 16-year old Vicky Austin as she watches her grandfather 
who is dying from cancer. 
 
AND PETER SAID GOOD-BYE* Liz Farrington, Jennifer C. Weil  (Grades k-3) 
A story about a boy who deals with his grief by finding his own inner strength to meet life’s challenges with courage 
and creativity.   
 
ANIMAL CRACKERS: A TENDER Bridget Marshall   (Grades k-4) 
BOOK ABOUT DEATH & FUNERALS & LOVE        
This book explores aging, memory loss and a special kind of love when a young child’s Nanny must go to a nursing 
home and later dies. 
 
ANNIE AND THE OLD ONE*  Miska Miles    (Grades k-3) 
When Annie’s Navajo grandmother says that she will die when Annie’s mother’s rug is completely woven, Annie 
tries to hold back time by unweaving the rug in secret. This book gently explains the reality and inevitably of death. 
 
BABKA’S FUNERAL*   Marianne Zebrowski   (Grades k-3) 
A young girl remembers and honors her grandmother (Babka) by planting a garden after she dies. 
 
THE BALLOON CATCHER  Daylelynn Davis    (Grades pre-2) 
This book tells the true story of the special relationship between a young boy and his grandmother and how he 
struggles to understand her death. 
 
BLACKBERRIES IN THE DARK* Mavis Jukes    (Grades 3-6) 
After the death of his grandfather, Austin and his grandmother create new memories while holding onto old ones. 
 
THE BUTTERFLY BUSH:  Dawn Michelle Evarts   (Grades 3-5) 
A STORY ABOUT LOVE*       
Lindsay’s grandmother gave her a butterfly bush that becomes very special to her after her grandmother dies.  
 
CEMETERY QUILT*   Kent & Alice Ross, Rosanne Kaloustian (Grades k-3)   
When Josie’s grandfather dies, she experiences a variety of feelings about the funeral and his death. Her grandmother 
shares with her their family quilt and Josie begins to accept his death. 
 
COME BACK GRANDMA*  Sue Limb    (Grades k-3) 
When Bessie’s grandma dies, she misses her and can’t forget her. The story moves ahead to when Bessie grows up,  
marries, and has a daughter of her own who reminds her of her grandma.  
 
FINDING GRANDPA EVERYWHERE: John Hodge    (Grades pre-2) 
A YOUNG CHILD DISCOVERS MEMORIES OF A GRANDPARENT 
A young child discovers memories of a grandparent. This book addresses issues that children have after a grandparent 
dies. A section for teachers and parents is included. 
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GRAN-GRAN’S BEST TRICK:  L. Dwight Holden, M.D.   (Grades k-3) 
A STORY FOR CHILDREN WHO HAVE LOST SOMEONE THEY LOVE*  
A young girl’s experience with her grandfather’s illness and death from cancer, and her struggle to gain something 
positive from the loss.   
 
GRANDAD BILL’S SONG*  Jane Yolen    (Grades pre-2) 
A young boy explores his feelings about his grandfather’s death by asking others what they did on the day he died. 
 
GRANDFATHER’S SHIRT*  Barbara Morning   (Grades k-3) 
A story of a boy’s experience in dealing with his grandpa’s death. He wears an old shirt of his grandpa’s to reflect 
back to happier times.   
 
GRANDMA’S SHOES*   Libby Hathorn    (Grades k-3) 
A young girl misses her grandmother terribly after she dies. She slips her feet into her grandma’s shoes and is 
transported on a journey filled with images reminding her of her grandma.   
 
GRANDPA’S BERRIES*  Patricia Brant, Julie G. Dickerson (Grades k-3)  
A story to help children understand grief and loss by letting them know that all feelings are okay. 
 
GREEN MITTENS FROM GRANDMA* Bernice Hogan Hanks   (Grades k-3) 
A gentle story about a child’s grief and how remembering the green mittens grandma knit helps him.  
  
MY GRANDSON, LEW*  Charlotte Zolotow   (Grades pre-2) 
Young Lewis misses his grandfather, even though he died when Lewis was only two. Together Lewis and his mother 
learn that remembering grandpa together is less lonely than each remembering him alone. 

MY LETTER FROM GRANDMA* Ruth V. Cullen    (Grades pre-2)                
A girl reads a letter that her grandmother left for her when she died. This letter brings healing and love with its words. 
 
NANA UPSTAIRS, NANA DOWNSTAIRS* Tomie DePaoli   (Grades pre-2) 
4-year old Tommy loves to visit his grandma’s house, where his grandma lives downstairs and his great-grandma 
lives upstairs. One day, Tommy’s mother tells him that his Nana upstairs won’t be there anymore and Tommy 
struggles to understand what it means to lose someone he loves. 
 
REMEMBER THE BUTTERFLIES* Anna Grossnickle Hines   (Grades pre-3) 
One summer, two children bring a dead butterfly to their grandfather and he explains the life cycle of the butterfly to 
them. After their grandpa dies, they talk about all the things he shared with them and how they are a part of a life 
cycle.  
SOPHIE*                                                         Mem Fox    (Grades pre-2) 
Sophie loves her Grandpa and he loves her. Then one day he dies suddenly. Winner of Parents Choice Award.  
 
THE TWO OF THEM*   Aliki     (Grades pre-2) 
A story that describes the relationship between a girl and her grandfather from her birth to his death.   
 
THE WALL*    Eve Bunting    (Grades k-3) 
A young boy and his father travel to Washington to find his grandfather’s name on the Vietnam wall. 
 
WHERE THE BALLOONS GO*  Paul Coleman    (Grades k-3) 
The story of a boy dealing with love, dreams, death and grief concerning the death of his grandmother.   
 
 
*Indicates item is available in the Fernside Resource Center. Materials may be borrowed. Please call for information. 
 


